North Alabama Obstacle Challenge Series
9:00 am - Walkthrough, 9:30 am – Event begins

Dates: April 9-10 @ Chalakee, May 14 @Spring Haven, June 4-5 @ Chalakee, July 9 @ Spring Haven
THE COURSES
· Enclosed Challenge – The obstacle course will consist of ten obstacles appropriate for Novice riders and/or horses in an enclosed arena.  The obstacle course will have two sections, each made up of five obstacles.  There will be a four minute time limit for each section of five obstacles providing a total of eight minutes to complete the course.  The two minute and one minute mark will be announced by the time keeper, but it will be up to the rider to decide how much time to spend on each obstacle.  

· Trail Blazers Challenge – The trail course will consist of twelve obstacles appropriate for Intermediate to Advanced riders and/or horses that will be throughout the property.  The course will have three sections each made up of four obstacles.  There will be a 60 second time limit for each individual obstacle.  The rider may ride to each obstacle at their own pace, however the course must be completed in the correct order.  The 30 second and 10 second mark will be announced by the judge, but it will be up to the rider to decide how much time to spend on each obstacle.
· Extreme Jackpot Race –This is a purely timed event.  All obstacles will be natural obstacles that you and your horse must cross over.  You will have up to 60 seconds to complete an obstacle, and you will receive a time penalty for any obstacle skipped or left uncompleted.  The race has a %100 payout with %50 to first place, %35 to second place, and %15 to third.
· The courses will be posted and copies made available for each contestant the morning of the event.  Prior to starting the competition there will be a brief walkthrough to view the course, discuss the obstacles and go over the rules.

· Entries will not be allowed to ride the course before the competition.

· The order of go through the course will be determined by the order of check-in at the secretary desk.  All entries must be ready to ride the course when called.  

· Any rider is eligible to ride in the Extreme Race

· Riders may ride in both Novice and Advanced classes, but can choose to be a competitive rider in only one class (meaning eligible for end of series high point awards and ribbons).  You are strongly urged to be a competitive rider in the class that is appropriate for your riding level.  Thank you.

CLASS ENTRY FEES & REQUIREMENTS
· Enclosed Challenge (Novice) - $30.00
· Trail Blazer Challenge (Advanced) - $30.00
· Early Registration for Challenges (Novice & Advanced) - $25.00 up to 1 week before event
· Extreme Jackpot Race (Timed Event) - $10.00

· Schooling - $10.00If you would like to practice an obstacle course but do not feel you are ready to compete there will be a schooling time provided at the end of the competition.
· Entries must be in one week before the date of the event to receive the $5.00 discount
JUDGING

· Enclosed Challenge - The obstacle course will have two sections, each made up of five obstacles for a total of ten obstacles worth ten points each.  There will be a four minute time limit for each section of five obstacles providing a total of eight minutes to complete the course.  The rider will have a score and a time for each section.  The two scores will be added together for a total possible score of 100 points.  Horses will be judged at each obstacle for willingness, skill of completing the obstacle, attempt of the obstacle and the rider’s skill at handling and maneuvering the horse through the obstacle.  Each entry’s total ride time will be recorded by the timekeeper and will be used as a tie breaker for multiple entries with the same score.

· Trail Blazers Challenge – The course will have three sections each made up of four obstacles with a total of twelve obstacles worth ten points each.  There will be a 60 second time limit for each individual obstacle.  The rider may ride to each obstacle at their own pace, however the course must be completed in the correct order.  There will be three judges, one for each section of four obstacles.   The rider will have a score and a time for each section.  The three scores will be added together for a total possible score of 120 points.  Horses will be judged at each obstacle for willingness, skill of completing the obstacle, attempt of the obstacle and the rider’s skill at handling and maneuvering the horse through the obstacle.  Each entry’s total ride time will be recorded by the timekeeper and will be used as a tie breaker for multiple entries with the same score.

· Extreme Jackpot Race –This is judged purely based on the quickest time; however each obstacle must be attempted.  You will have up to 60 seconds to complete an obstacle, and you will receive a time penalty for any obstacle skipped or left uncompleted.    The race has a %100 payout with %50 to first place, %35 to second place, and %15 to third.
· Excessive force will receive a lower score and a judge has the right to dismiss any rider at any time.
RIDER

· It is up to the rider the type of saddle, bridle and bit, halter, hackamore, gear and equipment to be used.  Rider and horse turnout will not be a part of the rider’s score.  Riders may choose to ride bridleless, but this will not be reflected in the rider’s score.  Use of crop and spurs at the rider’s discretion.  Helmets are required for riders under 18 years of age.  Adult riders may choose not wear a helmet, however use of helmet is always strongly recommended. 

· All entries must sign a liability release form and must provide a current coggins.  All minors must have release signed by a parent or guardian.

MOUNT

· All breeds of horses, mules and donkeys may ride in the competition.  Well behaved stallions are welcome to compete, however the Event Manager retains the right to dismiss any horse whose behavior is deemed unsafe.
· The same rider/horse team may not enter the same class twice.  However that horse may go in with a new rider, and the rider may enter as many horses as they want.
FACILITY

· Overnight cabin rental or basic camping accommodations are available for riders and stalls will be available for horses.  You must provide your own hay.
· Competition will be held at Chalakee Ranch, 1059 Chalakee Road, Guntersville, AL, 35976 and
 Spring Haven Stables, 216 Hustleville Road, Albertville, AL 35951
· Contact Chalakee Ranch @ 256-505-0051 or Spring Haven Stables @ 205-617-1537 with any further questions.
